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ATTENTION: Schools 

 

Request for Proposals 

 

Funding Available to Support 

Parent Involvement in Your Community 

 

 

Responses due: July 31, 2008  
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2008 Application for School/School District Partnership  
offered through the New Jersey State Parent Information and Resource Center,  

a program of Prevent Child Abuse-New Jersey  

 

Executive Summary 

Prevent Child Abuse-NJ is the recipient of a five year grant from the U.S. Department of Education, Office 
of Innovation and Improvement to implement the New Jersey State Parent Information and Resource Center 
(NJPIRC).  The overall goal of NJPIRC is to improve student academic achievement and to help ensure that 
students in NJ, particularly those in low performing districts, achieve high academic performance.  Through 
the NJPIRC, PCA-NJ is working to assist schools in the development of policies, programs, and practices 
that involve families in their childõs educational experiences as a means to promote academic success. Parent 
involvement is defined as òthe participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication 
involving student academic learning and other school activities.ó  
 
For the 2008-2009 school year, NJPIRC will continue fostering parental involvement in New Jersey schools 
by providing stipends to supplement existing parental involvement funds as provided by state and 
local initiatives; training; technical assistance; and membership to the National Network of 
Partnership Schools to select schools and school districts which seek to develop or enhance Parent 
Involvement Plans.  Whether an applicant intends to develop a new Parent Involvement Plan or enhance an 
existing plan, the focus must be to provide quality services and òFamily Friendly environments within the 
targeted schools or school districts.  Applications are due July 31, 2008. 
  
Purpose of this Partnership 

A strong body of evidence demonstrates that children are far more likely to succeed in school when their 
parents and caregivers are engaged in the process.  Through the New Jersey State Parent Information 
Resource Center, Prevent Child Abuse ð NJ is providing a variety of training, technical assistance and other 
resources to schools to assist in the development of policies, programs and practices that involve families in 
their studentsõ educational experiences as a means to promote academic success.   The purpose of this 
opportunity is to identify schools seeking to establish and/or strengthen parent involvement programs and 
practices in their community and become NJPIRC partners.   

All schools in New Jersey have a responsibility and mandate to implement Parent Involvement 
Plans.  However, there is a wide continuum of opportunities that local districts and schools may choose to 
implement in meeting this mandate.  To that end, the New Jersey State Parent Information and Resource 
Center seeks to provide training, technical assistance, and financial assistance to partner schools across the 
state in order to support the development of effective and evidence-based practices that successfully engage 
families in promoting school success. 
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Components of the Partnership Award 

This request invites applicants to create opportunities that reflect a wide variety of options for implementing 
parent involvement.  NJPIRC recognizes that each school will work to identify and develop practices that 
reflect the unique needs and interests of their community.  Selected schools or school districts will benefit 
from four areas of support: 

(1) Membership in the National Network of Partnership Schools (Valued at $200.00)   

(2) Participation in a 1 day training based on Joyce Epsteinõs Framework of Six Types of 
Involvement, a researched based program which provides the framework for strong practices 
(www.csos.jhu.edu/P2000/nnps_model/school/sixtypes.htm)  

(3) Cash stipends to support the development or enhancement of parent involvement programming 
within the school community.  

 Twelve (12) individual schools with less than 1,500 students will each be awarded a stipend of up 
to $1,500 to be used toward school-based planning and implementation of the proposed parent 
involvement plan.   

  

 Four  (4) school districts with 2,500 students or less will each be awarded a stipend of up to 
$4,500 be used toward district-based planning and implementation of the proposed parent 
involvement plan.   

 
(4) Ongoing technical assistance and support as the school/district implements programs to meet 

their parental involvement responsibilities 

Application Procedures 
 
Interested applicants must prepare a brief proposal following the attached guidelines.  All applications must 
be delivered and received by 4pm on July 31, 2008 to be considered for funding.  Grantees will be notified by 
August 15, 2008.  Please call Milady Murillo at 732-246-8060 ext 110 with any questions. 
 
Please note, this application will involve a two part process.   
 
Step 1:  Complete attached application.  Successful applicants must send two school staff members to a Joyce 
Epsteinõs 1-day Training (date to be announced).  One of the members must be the Principal or Vice-
Principal.  Following the training, it is expected that each school forms a Parent Involvement Action Team to 
develop a Parent Involvement Plan or enhance an existing Parent Involvement Plan. A maximum of 
$600.00 for schools and $1,200 for school districts of the award (to be distributed by August 29, 2008) may 
be allotted for the planning process to cover travel reimbursement for parents, substitute teaching (for 
teachers that attend the Joyce Epsteinõs Training), and to cover costs of light refreshments at the planning 
meetings.  These monies can also be used for a back to school event for parents.  The title/affiliation of the 
school staff members that will attend the trainings must be included on the application form.     
 
The Parent Involvement Action Team must begin meeting within one month of the training and meet a 
minimum of four times before submitting the plan (due by November 14th, 2008).  The team in a school must 
include the Principal or Vice-Principal, one school staff member, a community leader, and at least three 
parents, or two parents and one student.  A team in a district must include the Title I representative or Parent 
Involvement District Coordinator, one school principal, a community leader, and at least three parents, or 
two parents and one student.   

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/P2000/nnps_model/school/sixtypes.htm
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Activities eligible for funding through this application for the implementation of the Parent Involvement Plan 
may include, but are not limited to, purchasing parent curriculum; furnishing a Parent Resource Center; 
installing communication equipment; hiring presenters to speak about engagement of families, cultural 
barriers, etc.; organizing parent leadership programs; or purchasing technical equipment for parent/teacher 
communication (computers for parent use, classroom telephones).  Innovative ideas that reflect a siteõs needs 
are welcomed and encouraged.  Fund awards may not be used to purchase student consumables such as 
educational materials, toys, arts and craft supplies, etc.  A maximum of 20% of funding may be allocated to 
refreshments/snacks for parent involvement events.   
 
Following the planning process, a copy of the proposed plan must be submitted to NJPIRC for approval in 
order to receive the remainder of the funding for the proposed activities. The proposed plan must be 
completed by November 14, 2008.  The plan must include the following information for each proposed 
activity:  

a. A clear description of the activity and intended outcome. 
b. If providing a parenting education/support program, information concerning the curriculum to 

be utilized (i.e. title, author, research findings if available).  
c. Estimated number of unduplicated parents to be served.  
d. Anticipated length of the project (i.e. one day event or number of sessions). 
e. Description of how the success of the project will be determined.  
f. Line item budget for how the implementation dollars will be utilized. 
g. A list of the Parent Involvement Action team members and their title/affiliation  

 
Step 2: Once the plan has been approved by NJPIRC, school districts may utilize the remaining funding 
(up to $900 for individual schools and $3,300 for districts) to implement the plan. All proposed activities 
must take place by May 29, 2009.   
 
Eligible Applicants 

 Current NJPIRC partnered Schools and School Districts (See Attachment 1)  
 

OR 
 

 Public Schools or School Districts receiving Title I funding; 

 Public Schools or School Districts Identified as a school or district in Need of  Improvement in  

2007-2008 

Partner Requirements:  
 
All award applicants must agree to: 

1. Become member of the National Network of Partnership Schools.   
2. Identify and select one contact person that will be the liaison between NJPIRC staff and the 

District/School by August 22, 2008.  
3. Attend a two-hour NJPIRC Orientation and 1- day training at the end of August, early September  

(The Principal or Vice-Principal and one school staff must attend the training). 
4. Provide minutes of planning meetings to the NJPIRC representative.  
5. Establish a Parent Involvement Action Team within one month of attending the training.  
6. Convene the Parent Involvement Action Team to meet at least four times prior to the development 

of the Parent Involvement Action Plan (Principal or Vice-principal must actively serve on the School 
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Parent Involvement Action Team and the Title I representative or Parent Involvement District 
Coordinator on the District Parent Involvement Action Team). 

7. Distribute and collect pre and post test surveys to parents to see if the services have an impact on 
parent involvement in that school.  The survey will collect information from parents regarding their 
interactions with the school and their involvement in their childõs education.  The information 
collected from the survey will be analyzed and a report will be provided to the school at the end of 
the year.   All information provided by the parents will be completely confidential.  

8. Submit initial plan to NJPIRC representative by November 14, 2008 for approval. 
9. Begin implementing proposed activities following approval of the plan.   
10. Submit bi-annual progress reports by January 15, 2009 and June 30, 2009. 

 
Application Narrative Guidelines (Please limit your response to 2-4 single spaced pages) 
 
Each applicant must submit a brief proposal specifying the category they are applying under (School or 
School District), describing their approach, and how the funds will be used.  Applications must include the 
following: 

 
a. Cover Sheet (attached) with school/school district contact information. 
b. Overview of the school/school district including student demographics and student test scores that 

address the need for improvement. 
c. Description of the status of parent involvement in the school/school district (i.e. level of parent 

participation in school sponsored activities, PTA/PTO etc; and types of activities offered to 
encourage parent involvement and related participation data. 

d. Line item budget for how the planning dollars will be utilized. 
e. Attach a letter of commitment from the principal or vice principal stating his/ her commitment to 

attending the Joyce Epstein training and his/her active participation in the Parent Involvement 
Action Team  

f. Attach a list of potential members and their title/affiliation that would be invited to join the Parent 
Involvement Action Team. 
 

Selection of Proposals 
Prevent Child Abuse-NJ will convene a team of at least 5 reviewers to select recipients. No member of an 
organization submitting a proposal may participate in the review process.   Each member of the review team 
will score the proposals independently and then meet as a group for final decisions and recommendations 
based on the ranking of each proposal. A total of 20 points may be given to each project.  Proposals will be 
weighed against the following criteria: 
 

1. Need for the project (5 points).  Applicant must provide an overview of the school, student 
demographics, student test scores, and other relevant data that demonstrates the need for 
improvement. 

2. Status of parent involvement at the school/district (5 points).  School or district must clearly describe 
the status of parent involvement in the applicant school/district.  

3. Budget (5 points).  Expenses must be reasonable and allowable. 
4. Telephone interview to assess commitment to the project (5 points).  Schools/school districts with 

the highest rankings will be selected for a phone interview before the final selection.   
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Proposed Timeline  
(Subject to Change) 

 
July 31, 2008   Request For Proposal Due  
 
August 1-6, 2008  Telephone Interview with qualified applicants  
 
August 15, 2008   Award Notification 
 
August 22, 2008                           Complete and return to PCA- NJ the National Network of Partnership 

School Membership Form  

August 29, 2008 Initial check will be sent to schools/d istricts for planning process 
 
Third week in September Oneðday Training (At least two representatives from each school or school 

district must attend, including Principal or Vice Principal) 
 
September 12, 2008 Distribution of NJPIRC Parent Involvement Pre-Survey  
 
September 20, 2008 Establish Parent Involvement Action Team   
 
October 31, 2008                         Return NJPIRC Parent Involvement Survey  
 
November 14, 2008 Initial Parent Involvement Plan Due (Plans can be submitted earlier for 

approval.  If accepted, checks will be distributed 10 days after approval.)  
 
December 12, 2008 2nd check will be sent to schools/districts with approved plans 
 
January 5, 2008                            Approved activities as outlined in Parent Involvement Plan to begin 

 
January 15, 2009 First Report Due (Include Back to School report if school hosted event) 
 
May 15, 2009 Distribution of NJPIRC Parent Involvement Post-Survey 
 
June 10, 2009 Return NJPIRC Parent Involvement Survey 
 
June 30, 2009 Second Report Due 

 

Applications must be received at the below address by 4:00 pm on July 31, 2008 
 

Faxed or e-mailed applications will not be accepted. 

Submit your proposal via mail to: 
Milady Murillo, MSW 

Prevent Child Abuse-NJ 
103 Church Street, Suite 210 
New Brunswick, NJ 08901 

Questions?   732-246-8060 or mmurillo@preventchildabusenj.org 

 
THE DEADLINE OF JULY 31 , 2008 CAN NOT BE EXTENDED  
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2008 Application for  
School/School District NJPIRC Partnership  

Cover Sheet 

Deadline: All applications must be received by 4pm July 31, 2008 

Name of School/District: ________________________________________________________ 

Contact Person:_________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

County_________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ________________________E-Mail Address:____________________________ 

1. Are you applying as a SCHOOL or SCHOOL DISTRICT?  (Please circle one).  

2. Are you a current NJPIRC partnering School or School District? (See list attached) 

3. If you are a school, are you a/an? 
Elementary _______   Intermediate_______ Middle_______   High School _______ Other______ 

4. If you are a School District, how many schools are in your district?    
Elementary _______   Intermediate_______ Middle_______   High School _______ Other______ 

5. Are you a School/School District Identified for Improvement in School Year 2007-2008 with 
Improvement Status 1, 2, 3, 4, or more or a District with one or more schools in Improvement Status?   
Yes____  No ____   
If yes, indicate Improvement Status? _____ 
  

6. How many students are enrolled in your school/ district?  ________________________  
a. Percentage of current students who are minorities  __________________________ 
b. Percentage of current students eligible for free/reduced lunch program.__________ 
c. Percentage of current students who are limited English proficiency  _____________ 
d. Percentage of current students with IEPs  _________________________________ 

 
7. Does your district or school have an existing Parent Resource Center?  

Yes _____ No _____   
 
8.  Do you plan to host a Back to School Event? 

Yes _____ No _____   If yes, please briefly describe how your school would use the stipend to increase 

parent involvement? How many parents do you plan to reach?  

9. Name and title of staff that would attend the Joyce Epstein trainings if selected.  
       1. ___________________________________________________________________  

    (Name)       (Title) 

2. _____________________________________________________________________ 
     (Name)       (Title) 
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Attachment 1 

New Jersey State Parent Information and Resource Center 

 2007-2008 Partners 

 

Edison Pubic School District 

 

John Marshall School 

Lindeneau School  

Martin Luther King School 

Washington School 

Woodbrook School 

Herbert Hoover Middle School 

Edison High School 

 

 

Irvington  Public School District 

 

University School 

Berkeley School 

Florence School 

Grove School 

Madison School 

Thurgood Marshall School 

Mount Vernon 

 

 

Keansburg School District 

 

Port Monmouth Road 

Joseph C Caruso 

Bolger 

Keansburg High School 

 

 

 

 

 

Paterson Public Schools 

 

Number 15 

Number 5 

Number 6 

Number 12 

Number 10 

Number 26 

 

 

 

Plainfield Public School Distirct 

 

Clinton Elementary School 

Fredrick W. Cook School 

Charles H. Stillman Elementary School 

Maxson Middle School 

 

 

 

 

 

Passaic  

 

Passaic County Technical Institute 

 


