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Healthy Families New Jersey, TANF Initiative for Parents, and Parents bs
Teachers are programs of Prevent Child Abuddew Jersey, a private, nen |
organization |l eading
happy, healthy and safe childhoods.
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We lead efforts to coordinate and expand home visitation services for ne!/v
and expectant parents of infants and very young children. By reaching out tb
families around the time of birth, we help ensure children are nurtured b:'
safe parenting practices.
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For more information on home visiting in New
www.healthyfamiliesnj.org
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Program Manager

Diane Ristaino, JD
Program Coordinator

JedblLeah Butler,
Program Specialist

Patricia Mojta, BA
Program Specialist

Andrea Breitwieser, MA
PAT State Leader

Prevent Child Abidew Jersey
103 Church Street, Suite 210
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
Phone: 732468060
Fax: 732461776
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Bringing Down the Hatchett

p h rOaesaspgect of thédconietence

cross a nenonsense court make me come down off this that is always eagerly antici-

TV judge with inspiring edu-bench! 6

J u d g eated i thet awdnde ¢eremony

cational workshops and fabu- stressed that its time for par- where individuals who have
lous prizeé a really amazing ents and caregivers to take agone above and beyond the

Annual Conference!

year 0s

This more proactive role in ensur- call of duty in exemplifying
0 St r en gy hhatnther gchildielh @re ehe qualities of Service, Com-

Who Touch the Lives of Chil- able to lead happy, healthy,passion, and Inspiration are

drenbod

conf er e andproductileechildhoods.n recognized for their dedica-

tion and support in

inspiring message from n
other than Judge Glenda |/

titled court TV progral
0Judge Hat ch

0Strengthening Tt
Touch the Lives o
This year 0s wi nn
Y |Marisol Burgos of the War-
ren/Hunterdon HFTIP Pro-
gram (Compassio)y Olga

social development, motor wide Policy and Procedures

t r ul y forleensistegcy amdéng proe hi | ¢
grams. | would like to open
at least two more PAT stand

Participants of the ParentThe day was a success an i
Linking Program, a progranwas enjoyed by many. The| S ki | I s
to support teen parents who PCANJ Conference Com- first teacher.
are still in high school, weremittee worked hard to pro- I

Judge Hatchett provided
tivation and strength to t
audience of nearly 300 te

Vasquez of the Bergen
HFTIP Program $ervicg and
Charline McVey of the

How many current PAT
sites are there in New

not without recognition. Eachvide an educational and |nsp|-|

year college
bound teens

rational

alone sites and participate in
activities that would continue

parents, home

visiting  Judge Hatchett signs copies of hef

Cape May HHIP program

DID YOU
KNOW?

enrolled in
the program
are eligible tg
win  scholar
ship money tq
help supporf | |
their

experience I Jersey?

to all those
who were in
attendance.
On behalf of
the Com-
mittee, we

educad ing and educational workshops offered t

future| Participants fill the room of one of the amsz@ see

hope
% o u

tional
goals. This year foupartici- next year!
pants received awards of
$250. Award recipients were

able to maintain a grade poinCommittee Members:
average of at least 3.0, antojta, Tamara Horn,
Gina Hernande
Leah Butl e rI

had to be accepted into aRistaino,
college program, amongstl e &
some other requirements.

there

PattI/ like to establish an NJ PAT
Dian

1

Currently, there are six (6) © Promote PAT as a strong

stand alone PAT sites. Theyevidencebase program.

are: Somerset PAT, Caring(end interview)

for Kids, FamCare, Camden

Healthy Start, Friendship It certainly sounds like there

Center, and Atlantic Care is much in store for PAT over
Kids. the next year! Healthy Fami-
liesTIP is looking forward to

continued collaboration with

PAT accomplish over the  the program in hopes that all
next year? new and expectant parents

During the next year, | would Will be able to access the sup-
portive services they need.

What are some goals that
you would like to see

Advisory Board. The Board
will provide feedback and
support in developing State-

Nearly 100%
of target
children in
HF-TIP

programs are
linked to a
medical
provider.

staff, and other guestsb 0 o k
She is an advocate fpr

Wh a't

iSay What Y
You Say

:’gHspthﬁ)ri‘. Each & thdse Me ar

children and juvenile jus-

amazing women were se-
lected by their peers to re-

tice. In her time as a court The day was not without qaive these awards of honor.

TV celebrity she always en-opportunities for
couraged her viewers to be- ways in which
come mentors to atrisk

learning
individuals The awards ceremony was

could further provide support also used as a time to recog-

youth in their communities. to improve the lives of chil- nize program longevity. This

This was the message Judge r e n . Thi
Hatchett brought forth to the included

such educationalwho

S Yy e geardlere wevensévenr FSWs e
received fiveyear

conference attendants. Judgeworkshops as: Domestic Vio- awards. There are currently

Hatchett stressed the vital lence Effects on
roles both parents and indi- Teen Pareminfant

Children, over 30 individuals who have
Interac- been employed with the pro-

viduals who provide support tions, Coping Skills as an Al-gram five or more years.

to parents play in shaping theternative, Resilience in Chil- (Continued on
lives of children. Using her dren, and much more.
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Willingboro Plants Pinwheels for P\rlfe

On April 16, 2010 the Bur- your life and make a promise| i es to compl e
lington County Community to ensure that all of New Jer- f or Preventi n
Action Program (BCCAP) sey 8 s chi |l dr e rramilfes vneade hpeomipey A

/

planted a pinwheel gardenheal t hy, and safiehclhisl dhd o dpstoé
in recognition o words and never hit my |
April being Nationa| chil do, ol wi |
Child Abuse Prever for help if I

tion Month. ol wi-sitla chilcasb y

a mother can

=

A group of approxi{ |4
mately 25 peoplefs
participated in the
event organized b
the Burlington
County Healthy
FamiliesTIP  pro-
gram. Participant
also wore preven
tion awareness buttons and In addition to the pinwheel

completed pledge cards to garden event, Family Support
show their support. Workers: Ashley Chiappano,

Program Director, Alicia Laticia Dunn, Mary LaVergneto the Burling-

Bowker state d'i.r,‘d Zgynonig sWaIWq;Iey ton HETIP
plant your pinwheel, re- dlscussgt_j durlng their weekly program!
member to think of the Nome visits the importance of

name of a special child inMaking a promise to keep
children safe, and asked fami-

The Burlington County
Community Action Pro-
gram has made a promise
to prevent the neglect
and abuse of children in

Members of the Burlington Healthy Famili&$P their — community.

S Program pose in front of their pinwheel gardgiy/hat  promise  can
you make for yours?

Special thanks
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Advocating and Collaborating at the C

On May 20, 2010 three of
the largest home visiting
programs in New Jersey:
Healthy Families (HF), Par-
ents as Teachers (PAT)
and Nurse Family Partner-
ship (NFP) joined forces to
advocate the benefits of
home visiting at the state
capitol in Trenton.

Three representatives: Diane and costeffective nature of
Ristaino (HF), Andrea Breit- primary prevention as op-
wieser (PAT) and Lisa Reyesposed to solely addressing
(NFP) provided our state needs through intervention
legislators with important services.

information on the benefits
of home visiting for new and
expectant parents. All three
representatives shared infor-
mation on the importance

The home visiting program
representatives were able
to distribute 100 informa-

(Continued on next pageH"ZOre
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tional packets to our state lead- One thing that the representa-
ers which included brochures, tives were sure to stress was
information on each of the
individual programs, a de-
scription of the home visiting
initiative provided by the De-
partment of Children and
Families (DCF), and a map
illustrating the location of
each of the home visiting prg
grams throughout the state.
An additional trifold display
was setup which featured
pictures of some of the families the importance of ensuring that
we serve and stories to give state funding towards home
testament to the success of the visiting remain the same in or-
programs. der to receive additional fund-

ing from the federal govern-
ment. This will be important i
terms of the federal health-
care reform, which is posed
to set aside funding to sup-
port home visiting programs
that are supported by their
state systems.

The day was a success in t
legislatures were able to se
the value of home visiting
programs. Some even state
they wished home visiting we
available for some of their lov
ones. We look forward to thei
continued support in the futur
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Getting Personal with Parents As Tea

As the PAT State Leader, | fa-Thousands of Parents as Teach
cilitate discussions between thesites can be found nationwid
National Center for Parents as PAT Programs work with parent
Teachers, programs and fun-to provide them with parentin
ders. | also provide technical support and information on thei
assistance and egoing quality developing child. The Parents
improvement activities to en- Teachers program is designed
sure model fidelity. | assist with foster strong, loving relationshi
the creation of Program Plans, between parents and their childrel
Recertifications of Programs through personal visits, resour

Andrea Breitwieser, PAT State Leadefand Parent Educators, andnetworks, group meetings, scree
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\ PAT State Leader?

Annual Program Reports. Pre-ing of development, health, heari
Healthy FamilieFIP programs vent Child abuséNJ is also con- and vision. Parents are support
have been working with the sidered a state training team.by PATcertified parent educator
Parents As Teachers (PAT)We host at least two Born to trained to translate scientific info
program in an effort to provide Learn Training Institutes per mation on early brain developme
a continuum of services to the year. Furthermore, as the Stateinto specificwhen what how and
families throughout New Jersey. Leader, twice a year | attend whyadvice for families. By unde
The following is an interview t he St at e L e ad stanfirgg whibe é¢ot exped sdurit
held with PAT State Leader, stay current with national each stage of development, p
Andrea Breitwieser, about changes with PAT and to meetents can easily capture the tea
what 8s happeni withmyipeers.t h e PAT abl e moments in
network. to enhance their child's langua
development, intellectual growth,

Continued on pa
-

What are some of the
benefits of participating
with the PAT Program?
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