
Ralston Alphonso Morris,  a stay-at-

home father, and owner of Family and 

Toddler Dance.  

Mr. Morris has been a dancer all of his 

life and has trained with the Chihamba 

African Troupe. 

Stories in Motion brings together the 

joy of movement, dance making, and 

story telling in a unique and exciting 

program for infants and children ages 6 

months to 12 years old. Classes 

provide  imaginative and age appro-

priate movement activities that 

encourage creative expression and 

nurture a childõs innate artistic ability. 

Thus far, the East Orange Healthy 

Families-TIP program has held 2 ses-

sions of Stories in Motion which have 

been well attended events. The very 

first session hosted 45 children, while 

the second had 32.  At the end of each 

event each child was given a goody bag 

which contained an age appropriate 

book, information for parents on build-

ing their childõs language skills, and a 

Question & Answer handbook for parents 

which provided tips for reading with their 

child. The events have been a time of fun 

and enjoyment for children and parents 

alike. The program is anticipating continu-

ing success as they complete the remain-

der of the series. 

Thanks for sharing East Orange! 
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Prevent Child Abuse-New  Jersey 

103 Church Street, Suite 210 
New Brunswick, NJ 08901 

Phone: 732-246-8060 
Fax: 732-246-1776 

 

Healthy Families New Jersey, TANF Initiative for Parents, and Parents as 
Teachers are programs of Prevent Child Abuse-New Jersey, a private, 
non-profit organization leading efforts to ensure that NJõs children bene-
fit from happy, healthy and safe childhoods. 
 

We lead efforts to coordinate and expand home visitation services for 
new and expectant parents of infants and very young children. By 
reaching out to families around the time of birth, we help ensure chil-
dren are nurtured by healthy and safe parenting practices that ensure 
children are nurtured.  
 

Learn more at www.preventchildabusenj.org. 

For more information on home visiting in New Jersey go to: 
www.healthyfamiliesnj.org 

Families in East Orange are learning crea-

tive ways that they can òspice upó story 

time with their children. The East Orange 

Healthy Families-TIP program has intro-

duced the concept of òStories in Motionó 

to parents in their program. 

Stories in Motion was created as an effort  

to encourage parents to read to and with 

their children. The program held the 

event as a four part series led by Mr.  

A young boy examines some of the instru-

ments that are used to act out stories . 
Participants eagerly watch stories come alive 

through movement and music. 

òHe did a wonderful job, and the 

Healthy Families staff definitely 

appreciated the time that was 

spent on the project and how 

awesome of a job he did!ó 

Refreshments were served by the 

staff, and all the moms received 

flowers that they could take home 

and plant. 

Monmouth Healthy Families-TIP 

held their Annual Spring Outing for 

their families on April 16, 2009 at 

the Visiting Nurse Association 

Community Health Center Com-

munity Room. The theme this year 

was òBear Into Springó. The staff 

came up with this theme as a 

means of encouraging families to 

read to their  children, by using  

the beloved childrenõs book char-

acters òThe Beren-

stain Bearsó. 

The staff used the 

Parents as Teachers 

curriculum to edu-

cate all attendees as 

to the importance of 

reading to their chil-

dren. The program 

was given a donation 

from the local Salva-

tion Army Senior 

Citizens. The women 

knitted and dressed 

teddy bears to give 

to all the programõs children. The 

program also received donations 

of Easter Baskets, from one of 

their community resources, 

Madonna House, which were given 

to the first twenty-five families that 

arrived at the event. 

The program was able to purchase 

some Scholastic books in English 

and Spanish. These books, along 

with some gently used donated 

books, enabled each child who 

attended the event to 

receive two books 

and a bear. 

A volunteer donated 

their time and creativ-

ity by drawing life 

sized picture boards 

of òBrother Bearó and 

òSister Bearó with 

face cutouts so that 

the children could 

take pictures as their 

favorite characters. 

Program Supervisor 

Lisa Revels stated, 

Monmouth òBears Into Springó 
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D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?  

Congressman 

Danny Davis (D -

IL) and Jim 

McDermott (D -

WA) have just 

introduced a new 

bill titled the 

òEarly Support 

for Families Actó 

which will provide 

federal funding to 

states to establish 

and expand exist-

ing quality early 

childhood home 

visitation pro-

grams.  

Brought to you by 

The Monmouth HF-TIP, Asbury Park, staff poses 

while one of the children participants peeks 

through  a cut out of Brother Bear  

A father and baby sit next to a table filled with 

books,  and other goodies, which were given to 

participants of the event. 

�$�� �E�D�E�\�� �S�R�V�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V�� �D�V�� �³�6�L�V�W�H�U��
�%�H�D�U�´���R�I���W�K�H���%�H�U�H�Q�V�W�D�L�Q���%�H�D�U�V 

Teddy Bears were donated by the 

Salvation Army Senior Citizens 

Group 


